


Building a City Brand ... The City of Portage

Working in Portage is
distinguished by the most
educated workforce in the

region, great retail opportunity
outside Detroit, plug and play
infrastructure for new business

Living in Portage is

City of Portage

City of Portage

distinguished by great
neighborhoods, affordable
housing with low taxes, best
shopping and extensive parks

Living in Portage

and protected greenspace

for the community to enjoy. formation, available land, etc.

Residents of the City of Portage enjoy over two
thousand acres of diverse recreational space to
match the varied interests of its citizens. From
active to passive recreation, the parks system
offers unmatched diversity. In Portage, the parks
program connects citizens to their community, to their families, to
their history, and to the restorative qualities of the natural world.

emocranhice In the last five years, the City of
Portage has been energized by over

® two hundred new businesses creating

¥ over four hundred jobs in the industrial
sector and over two thousand jobs in
pmmercial sector. This growth has
fueled by private investments in

s of 120 million dollars.
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The City of Portage supports numerous
traditional recreational venues,
including modern softball diamonds at
South Westnedge Park for over 150
registered league softball teams and

ss growth in Portage is
attractive factors. For example,
businesses enjoy tax rates that
able Michigan cities, according to
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volleyball, in-line skating and
swimming. Renting a canoe for a peaceful trip down ortage Creek ar
renting a bicycle surrey to ride the Bicenf=s=tislBaele Teal
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Descriptions.
[Long ——— [Working——Jissming ity Government |

Living in Portage

R
Portager News|etter

thnologies and municipal services,
the region’s two leading industrial
nesses can reach any part of the
airport.

Public School Systems
Colleges and Universitias

Children of the residents of Portage
enjoy one of three excellent school
systems, including Vicksburg, Comstock
and the Portage Public School System.

Com rAunity Learning Resources

The Web site Felder created is marketing driven,

Portage Public Schools serve most of
the residents of the community, and

| are distinguished both locally and on a

statewide basis for performance and

innovation. The Portage Public Schools are exemplary in both the
region and in the state, excelling academically, providing an
extraordinary arts program, distinguished by advanced technology, and
the proud home to 41 state championships since 1932, It enrolls more
than 9,000 students in 8 elementary schools, 3 middle schools, 2 high
schools and a community education center.

not just a container for city-generated information.
Unlike other municipal sites, the Portage site
focuses on what residents want and connects it
to what city departments actually do. The goal

of the site was to attract and retain new residents

Biling was onca describad as “tha
speed God intended for man to view the
world.” A laisurely ride i a graat way to
aee this city and enjoy its natural

W reasures, Portage has an extensive

S hiloway system to anjoy natura, to

™ connect citizens to the city's retal and
cuftural rasources, and to connect
neghbors ta each ather and their
nesghborhaods. The Portage Blkeway
System was implemanted in 1989 and
has grown to exceed 50 mies of
bieways throughout tha city and its
parks.

Learning in Portage is
distinguished by the region’s

most educated citizenry, the
best school system, access
to excellent higher education,

and businesses by communicating the quality

s

& Akoway is defined as any paved

of life advantages of Portage, make it easier for
residents and businesses to live there and to
provide ways for citizens to participate in civic life.
The site increased the relevance of city government
and improved civic pride by focusing on the three
things that residents care about: Living, Working
and Learning in Portage.
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Facility Rental

Beautiful, wel-maintained parl
pavilions can be reservad for private
use for a nomnal fee, Whether you
are having a child's birthday party, a
Family rewion, a weddng or even a
business magting, thare are buildngs
and shalters available to meet most
nesds, Partage parks, fachities and

g restroams are beautifully maintained,
=0 they are a great way to extend
your space and enjoy a unique
outdoor vanue.

Facilitias can ba rasarved ona year in
advance with the exception of the
buldings at the Celary Flats Historical
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"4 Portage schools are an academic
standout, producing the highest MEAP
" scores in the region. Stanford
Achievement Test results for grades 3
and & rate Portage students best in

the region and in the ggth percentile
nationwide. SAT and ACT scores are
higher for students graduating from
Portage high schools than all other
schools in the region. Portage Public

Schools enjoy a graduation rate of 98%, with 939% of students
continuing their education. Portage Public Schools were first in the
region to offer online learning, and Portage is the only school district in
Michigan that operates accredited International Baccalaureate
programs in both of its high schools. Portage high school students
consistently rate well on AP exams and ACT tests (top 2.7% in
Michigan).
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community educational
resources, etc.



